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Douhle Entendre

_ Peugeot's 605 shares its drivetrain with Citroen’s XM and its styling themes
o= Sl with Alfa's 164. PETER ROBINSON found the blend pleasing




AUTDCAR & MOTOR

VEN THE experts were fooled
Three years ago, before the release
of the 405, ace scoop photographer

Hans Lehmann caught a new

Peugeot sedan on secret testing in
France. His images of the handsome
Pininfarina-styled car were sent to motor-
ng magazines around the world to be
examined in detail by a variety of jour-
nalists schooed in  identifving - new
madels. Al the time, nobody realised the
car they all called 405 was actually
Peugeots BMW challenger, the much
bigger 605, which eventually made its
public debut at the Frankfurt Molor Show
[ast September.

You get the point. Peugeols new
sedan looks remarkahly like the 405. The
family resemblance is obvious. Too ob-
vious, some would say. What nobody
can deny is that il's also an altraclive,
stylish car. Efficient too, with a Cd factor
of just 0.28 for the fours and 0.30 for the
VBs. Yel, not only Is the 605 closely
rélated to the smaller Peugeot in ap-
pearance - to the point where they are
difficult fo distinguish at a glance — but
there are distinct similarities in profile
and general form with Alfa's sized 164,
also designed by Pininfarina.

Peugeot is clearly aware of this as-
sessmenlt and responds by drawing a
parallel with BMW'e Five and Seven

T2 WHEELS

Cabin ks roomy,
rear seats usaful.
Engine for
Australian models
will be 12 valve
version of the

3.0 litre V6

series cars. The difference is that BMW
began with the Seven and went down a
class with the Five, Peugeot is trying to
do the reverse, a much harder objective
in the class-conscious luxury bracket
where image and charisma count for a
greal deal. This s especially true when
youre trying to break inlo a segment
presently monopolised by the Germans
and under attack from the Japanese.

Daspite. these daunting hurdles and
the relative failure of the 604 - ils
previous enlry in the upmarket luxury
bracket - Peugeot remains confident ils
ambitions are perfectly realistic. During a
seven year life span the 604 could only
sell 150,000 units, the best year being
1977 when 36,000 were shifted. Today
Peugeol predicts it will sell 100,000-plus
B05s in 1990 - a bold claim given the
role prestige and lradition play in this
market - and has the capacity to build
up to 650 care a day, if the demand is
axtremely strong

Peugeot being Peugeol, the 805
doesn't replace the 505. The product
planners from Automobiles Peugeot
would like you to believe tha naw B05 is
one full class further up the prestige
ladder. Even so, the 505 model line-up
has been reduced - the VB version was
dropped in June ‘89 - at the top end
with the amval of the new model, How

ever, since Peugeot has no plans for a
605 wagon varianl, the 505 wagon is
expecied lo continue well inlo the 19905
even if the range of sedans is severely
cul as production of the 805 increases

Peugeot sees the 605 blitzing the
ground presently hald by the BMW
525/535 and Mercedes 260E/300E
models. And theyre the models the
Auslralian Peugeotl importer, JHA
Limited, will be aiming at when the car
goes on sale down under in November
al around 380,000, While Europe has
access 10 a wide varely of 605 models
— two 2.0 litre tours and two 3.0 litre VB
engines, in four tnm levels, to be jpined
by diesel versions early this year
Australia will see only one 605, with the
12 valve version of the V& engine tied to
£Fs 4HP18 aulomatic transmission and
with a very high specification level

JRA Limited has chosen wisely, The
two four-cylinder 605s - despite
Peugeol’s denials, the true successors io
the 505 - lack the refinement and perfor-
mance necessary 1o compete at the
upper end of the class JRA Limited is
aiming al, while the 24 valve engine is a
manual-only model (at least initially) and
in some circumstances stretches the
front drive chassis 1o its limits,

Under the skin the new G605 shares
engines, transmissions, brakes and
some floorpan and front suspension
compongnts with Citroen’s new XM but
the bodies are entirely ditferent, the 605
being built on a slightly shorer wheel-
base than its PSA relative. Still, it's a big
car with a wheelbase of 2800 mm, an
overall length of 4723 mm, a width of
1789 mm and weighing 1415 kg. That
makes the 605 almost the same size as
the Falcon, although its front drive layout
maans there 1S aven more ntenor room

As Burope lurns increasingly green
Peugeot has decided only to build the
V6 engine in three-way catalys! form
This engine owes its origins to the old
PeugectRenaultVMolva VB, but PSAs all-
alloy ZPJ engine can almost be con-
sidered a new unil. Cerlainly it is far
smoother, quieler and more powerful
Owversquare in bore and stroke, the
single overhead cam engine now has a
capacily of 2075 cm” and develops 123

605 cormers flal, has plenty of grip and poise
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kKW at 5600 rpm and 235 Mm of torque,
at whal appears to be a high 4600 rpm
With 2 90 degree angle between the
panks of cylinders, the engineé lacks thea
perfec! pnmary balance of a B0 degree
VE, so Peugeot's engineers have fitted a
chain-driven balance shaft above the
overhead cam of the front bank of the
frijr'-::'-'u-'E'*‘.:'-f.‘J‘_.' mounteq gngme

There's more innovation on the 7PJ 4
24 valve VG, destined o make an ap-
pearance in the XM dunng 1990. As well
as 12 exira valves - operaled from tha
same single camshaft - theres a van-
able geometry inlake syslem thal uses
three motorised butlerflies to creale
three different lenglth nlake routes de-

driver will be aware of the engine’s slight
hesitation as it pulls through the 4000 to
2000 rpm intake change-over poinis.
Feugeol says ine 24 valve sedan will run
1o 235 km/fh and cover the 400 metras in
only 15.8 seconds. That's laster than a
535 BMW

The base Vo certainly fesls switt and
smooth, once the crankshalt is spinning
at over 3500 rpm. It's now a fine engne
with a healthy mechanical, rather Ger-
man nole as revs risg. Not so the
gearchange, for the cable shift is rub-
bery and slow The big and axtreamely
powerful disc brakes are rather sudden
in their inibial action, although the pedal
does become spongy when braking

pendent upon engine speed. Below
4000 rpm each cylinder bank has s
own separate intake. From 4000 to 5000
rom heos valves open o link the inlakes,
while above 5000 rpm a central valve
opens fto link two arms of the long
U-shaped manifold.

s all about providing a flat and
progressive lorque curve from the mulli-
valve engine Feugeot claims the torque
remains above 250 Nm bDetween 3200
and 5500 rpm and over 200 Nm be-
tween 1500 and 6000 rpm. Its eager
and responsive at the lop end and
doesnt feel much stronger than the 12
valve enging in the mid rango. It certan-
ly needs at least 3000 rpm on the dial
belore it begins to perform, coming on
strong and powerful from 4000 rpm 10
the cut-out at 6450 rpm. Only a sensitive

hard. When | drove the 805, Peugeot still
hadn't bullt any aulomatics - they're
scheduled for launch atl the same time
as the diesel in March - 50 we were
limited to the five-speed manuals

In seaking fo give the 605 a com-
pliant ride with faut roadholding,
Peugeol uses sleclonically controlled
dampers on both V6 models. Surprising-
ly, in view of Peugeot's long tradition as
one of the lew car makers o build its
own dampers, the enginears have been
unabla to find exactly the right combina-
tion In Europe The 605 gets Japanese
Kayaba dampers with a Nippondenso
control aystem. There are five sensors
moniloring  steenng wheel angle and
lurning speed, which position the fron
anti-roll bar is in, the rale of acceleration,
oraking pressure and road speed.

Peugeol claims the syetem 1 capable of
giving the nde comfon of anything be-
twean a 505 and a 205 GTi, all in the
space of 150 miliseconds.

That's the theory. It my expenence is
typical I'd adwvise JRA Limited to ignore
the manual operalion for the expensive
and compiicaled dampng syslem and
ot for automalic change-over. On soft
the ride is excellent. suppla and absorb-
ant, the car glidng across any potholes
and irregularities in the road surface in a
fashion that reminds me ol the Jaguar
XJE. There's a considarable difference
between the two settings, so that il hard
5 selecled permanently the ride be-
comes much firmer and there is a nerv-

ous, jiggling motion that is oul of charac-
ter with the 605s purpose. Leave the
system to decide for ilself and on hwisty
or bumpy roads the suspension will slay
on firm for as long as is deemed neces-
sary by the sensors

Even so, there's a clear detenorabion
in nde quality and road noise levels, The
raadholding benefit is far lass noticeable
and brings into serious question the
validity of Peugeol's damping system
Since |he balance and poige of the
four-cylinder car's chassis are close o
flawless, maybe Peugeol’s marketing
department beligves an automatic
damping &syslem I8 a necessary an-
gneerng innovalkion for a 1980s car
Perhaps the damping system came off
the shelf from Japan al a very lale stage
in the cars development program. Thals
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certainly the impression | get.

Cornering is flat and fast, with the
merest trace of understeer and excellent
roadholding from the 205/605VR15
MVX2 Michelins. Only in the 24 valve car
is there more than a hint of torque steer.
At speed the steering is brilliant. And it
combines sharp tum-in with a relatively
tight turning circle. Below 80 km/h, how-
ever, the steering’s Bendix infinitely van-
able assistance Is less impressive. The
steernng is very light al parking speeds
and the consequent change in weight
excessive. Peugeol says there’s no in-
crease in weight until 80 km/h, when it
gradually builds up. At 180 km/h there is
an absolute minimum of assistance.
However, the change-over paint seemed
to be closer o 40 km/h on the cars |
drove and, like the ZF Servotronic steer-
ing on the big BMWSs, it's far too ap-
parent. Since the system is controlled by
compuler il shouldn’t be too difficult lo
re-program the level of assistance to
provide a more consislent supply of feel

Where the 605 really wins out is in ils
interior spaciousness. This is a big car
with a very comfortable driving position -
one lever conlrols both steering wheel
reach and rake — and one of the finest
and roomiest rear seals around.
Anybody taller than 1.8 metres will find
head room a little tight. I the exteror
appearance resembles the Alfa 164, so
does the design of the dashboard. But
there has also been an obvious attempl
at giving the car a German look and feel.

Finish is better than we have come 1o
expect from Peugeot. but has yel to
match the quality standards of Mer-
cedes-Benz. The top of the dashboard is
remarkably low, the base of the
windscreen being a long way from the
driver. You sit high on deep and suppor-
tive cushions. Instruments are few, but
clear and legible, and there’s an inbuilt
irip computer, Equipment also includes
remote control central locking, electric
windows and mirrors, some restrained
woodwork and, almost certainly in
Australia, automatic air-conditioning

Faw, It any, cars are going lo be as
comfortable as the new Peugeot.

From the prominent, heavily recessed
body crease that so effectively links both
ends of this car, the Peugeot 605 sirives
to walk a tightrope between being too
different and too conservative. If the 405
i5 successful in Auslralia then the 605
has a real chance 1o make Its presence
felt. It has all the nght credentials, but
JRA Limited knows only too well that this
s often not enough to make a real
impact. If the 405 fails to win a steady
audience and reputation for guality, then
the 605 is going to find cracking the
hard-nosed Australian execulive markel
tough indeed .

PEUGEOT 605 V6

GENERAL:
Transvarsn fronl engindg, iron whes dive
List pricn $65,000-575 000 (ashmsted)

ENGIME:
Type 90 dogins Vi, Single overhaad camshah per bans
g balance shaft, varahie Qocmatny irtake Syssom
Bore ¥ siroke 83 mm x 73 mm
Displacement 275 cm’
i rata 9.5
Fuel Sysherm ahscionic fued ingacion
Powens 123 kW (@ 5600 rpm
Tongue 235 Nm @ 4600

Frve-spoed marual
Gaar mbos (1 2167 (W) LRXY (NI} 1.25 (1v) 00638 (V) 0767
Firul drve ratio 4 D66

MEASLIREMENTS:
Whesbasa #7800 mm

Langth 4723 mm
Width 1799 mim

Hasight 1415 frvn
Ferh waighl 1415 kg
Fuel inrk capacity B0 kires

SUSPENSION:

Front: Indepandent, iswes wihbones, ool sphng sirut.
arg-nod bar

Fear; independent, doublo wishbones, bera| nk, ool
sprngs. ant-mod hay

BRAKES:
Veriiatod discs'solid discs, ani-lock optional

TYRES:
20580VATS

PERFORMANCE: (Manufacturer's figures)
- 100 kmh 9.7 s

Siarding 400 metres 16.7 5

Top spaed 222 kmvh

With Infinity's passion for true sound
and technology derived from their
ultimate Reference Standard V Series
home Hi-Fi, we now have the Kappa
Automotive Senes. Quality state-of-
the-art sound system in your car.

Using polypropylene /graphite woofer
materials, improved transducer
elements and neadymium (EMIT) K
tweeters, the Kappa Reference
Standard Automotive Senes

is a landmark achievement in car
high fidelity.

N Infinity;

Distributed by
Silver Australia Pty. Ltd.
4 Rushdale Street, Scoresby, Vic, 3179
Ph; (03) 763 0177, Fax: (03) 763 0677




automatic air conditioning and leather seats
fitted to various 605s all seemed extremely
worthwhile and the power steering, electric
windows and central locking were necessary
accessories for the 605's market sector.

Dynamically, the car felt quite like a
sealed-up 405; however, the V6 engine offers
far more performance than a basic 405 and
the 605 misses the super-sporty suspension of
the 405 Mil6.

What emerges is a car which could handle
the worst of Australian roads, with Peugeot's
famed long-travel suspension, with handling
which still encourages the driver to enjoy a
journey.

It is always tough — and dangerous — to
draw conclusions from an overseas ex-
perience but Egyptian roads are sufficiently
similar to Australia, apart from the donkeys
et al, to assume that the 605 will do well
here.

For Peugeot it is an important car, but the
605 has been well developed to help the com-
pany step up a class from its existing model
lineup. In Australia it won't be a mainstream
player, but will still be a significant and wor-
thwhile addition which will make things even
tougher in the luxury market.
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